
Competitive biddings Carding General
Overcall without jump NT Names

Agressive, may be from 4 good cards First lead Attitude, 3rd/5th in p suit when not fitted Luc Bellicaud
response 1/1 2/1 2/2 forcings, 2♣ drury, cue bid = clubs Other leads Attitude Thomas Guichet

1NT overcall NT leads System summary
15-18 A : AK short, reverse attitude 1♣ 11-13 or 17-19 bal or GF any
standard stayman after any opening K : Asking for standard count/unblocking (except dummy short) NT 14-16

Q : QJ or KQ, reverse attitude 2♣ Majors weak (54+) or 22-23 BAL
J : JX9/J108, KJ10, AJ10 2♦/2♥/2♠ Weak two, 5 cards possible if good suit + singleton

jump overcall/cue-bid 10 : 109x H109x 2NT 20-21
Agressive preempts 9 : 9xx Light answers to 1x
Leaping + non leaping Michaels (1M) 3♣ = 5M'+5♦ High : xXxx(x+) Xxx (HXx when OK for a switch)
over 1♣, 1m-1NT, 1♣-1♦, 2♣ = 5-4M Low : Hx(x+)X Enjoy doing complicated stuff
1m 3m : 5♠+5om 3/5th in partner suit when no fit found Full system (french) : https://shorturl.at/yR5Ut

Attitude when A/K stiff in dummy Other biddings
Fits NT : other Reopen

Cue-bid always inv +  S/P on first declarer suit (aka smith position) 1 level same than direct overcall (17-)
1M (overcall) 2NT = 3M inv + - sets a forcing pass

Discards Strict standard count (no attitude). Lavinthal first round if 
void/singleton in declarer first suit

Standard NT ranges (10-13, 17-19)
1M (overcall) cue-bid =  4M inv + 

Carding Standard count (no att except on AQJ, reversed)
Overcalls over 1NT Suit Slams

X 5m +4M (pen NV 3rd), 2♣ landy, 2♦ multi, 2M 5M+4m First lead 1/3/5 (2nd with xxxx) RKCB 41-30, 30-41 on exclusion
Reponing X might be m onesuiter Other leads Attitude (usually) or standard count (when needed) 3♠/3NT Non serious or balanced on ♥/♠
After weak NT, X strong, responses = rubenshol and T/O X Often shortness rather than cue at 4/5th level

after our 1NT Suit lead 3rd and 4th forcing
Rubenshol, transfer GF if the weak bid was available A : AKx 3rd forcing -> 2M,2NT,3m NF

K : KQ, AK if something special in hand (singleton, AK stiff...) 1x 1y 1z -> 2♣ inv or week minor, 2♦ GF 
Landy, 2♦ Multi, 2NT minors : X then X penalty Q : QJ Competitive transfers
If penalty double : natural, XX any 44 J : JT 3 levels : 1 = 4/5 cards, 2 = 6 cards weak or GF, 3 = inv 6 cards

Jumps in competitives when partner bids 10 : 109(x,x,x) H109x(x) 10x After double, transfer until 1NT on 1m and 2M on 1M
Minor on Major : 4th fit + good 5 cards suit 9 : 9x On preempts
Otherwise preemptive High : xXxx HxXx Xx 3M 4♣ :6M', 4♦ : 6m+4M', 4M : 5M+5m'

Low : xxx xxxxx HxX HxxxX HxXx 2M X P lebensohl, same reopen
Ace lead against 3+ preempt/slam/michaels denies the king Doubles and redoubles

Competitive generic rules Xxxx lead in fit found - 10 from 0 or 2 higher cards Takeout by default
On 2 suited not MM, X->X takeout, P -> X penalty Redouble 3NT penalty
On 2 suited MM, X->X penalty, P -> X takeout Suit : other Pass on XX no preference
1M(2M) X : fit (good 1M 2M support) Carding Standard count, standard attitude Other conventions
On michaels, first cue = fit, second = 4th color inv+ Discards Strict standard count after 1♠ overcall on 1m, 2m' 5+♥ 5+HCP
Before game, bidding > pass in front of inv+ bids Std att on A/K lead with Axx or xx(x) in dummy - otherwise std count



Bid Min cards. Description Responses Developments and competitives

1♣ 0(2) 11-13 or 17-19 bal 
or GF any

1♦/1♥/1♠ transfer, 1NT 10-11/11-12 BAL On transfer for 1M : 1NT 17/18-19 2♦GF any 2M’ strong nat or ♦
2♣ : 5♠+4♥ 5-10 or GF with 6♦ 1M 3 cards or 2 12-14 (11-13) bal
GF 2♦ : invit + ♣ raise, 2M invite NF good suit 2NT 3M+ inv+
3x preempt 1♣ 1♦ 1♠ unbalanced

1♦ 4
Unbalanced or 

5332 11-13, 
almost forcing

1♥/1♠/1NT nat On 1M : 2NT 3M+ inv+
2♣ GF, 2♦ 5♠+4♥ 5-9, 2♥ invit+ ♣ raise, 2♠ inv NF good suit 1♦ 1♥ 1♠ : unbalanced or BAL with 2♥
3♣ nat invite, 3♦ weak, 3M weak

1♥ 5 Almost forcing

1♠ nat, 1NT 11- 1♥-2NT-3♥ dead min, 3♣ relay GF, 3♦ min but not dead min
2♣/♦ GF, 2♣ 2(1)+ (no good 5th suit) if fit, 2♠ inv NF good suit 1♥-3m-3♥ forcing
3♥ weak, 3♠ any splinter, 3NT/4m : void (4)5♥ 1♥-2m-2X-3♥ slam try with good suit

Heixan Gazilli after 1♠ and 1NT : 2♣ 16+ any or 6♥

1♠ 5

1NT 11-, 2/1 GF 1♠-3m/♥-3♠ forcing
2♠ positive, 2NT 11-14 3+♠, 3♣/3♦/3♥ nat inv Heixan Gazilli after 1NT
3NT any splinter, 4x void 1M X -> transfers

1NT 2(1) 14-16

2♣ stayman, 2♦/2♥/3♣ transfer, 2♠ inv bal or transfer for ♣ 1NT 2♦ : 2NT = 4♥ less than 3♥
2NT puppet stayman, 3♦ stayman (43)33 1NT 2♥ : 2NT = 4♠ less than 3♠
3M (13)54 shortness M Transfer again after transfer M
4♣ 6♥, 4♦ 6♠ Stayman doubled : 2♦/2♥ : 4♥/4♠, 2♠/2NT : 5♥/5♠ 3♣ : 44M

2♣ 0
Majors weak 

(54+) or 21+ to 23 
BAL

2♦ relay 2♦ => 2♥ : longer or even, 2♠ longer in spades, 2NT 22-23
xM : to play 2NT relay if overcall => 3♣ 5/4 mini, 3♦ 5/5, 3M 5M’4M maxi
2NT minors 2♦ 2M => 2NT : strong asking for shape, 3m : forcing nat
3m nat NF

2♦/2♥/2♠ 5
Weak two, 5 cards 
possible if good 
suit + singleton

2NT relay, denies 3M fit 2NT relay : mini 5/mini 6/maxi 5/maxi 6
3x other types of relay 3♣ fit GF on majors

2NT 2(1) good 19 to bad 21

3♣ Muppet, 3♦/3♥/3♠/4♣ transfer Transfer accept = fit
4♦ majors
4M (13)(54) shortness M

3NT 0
A good 4M 

opening (An extra 
top honnor worth)

4♣ : bid your M in transfer
4♦ : slam try
4M : P/C

Other pre-empts 6 Pretty std

New suit forcing


